
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Chester-le-Street Ramblers Group held on  26th Jan. 2006 at 7.30pm at the Chester le
Street Golf Club.

Number of members present 45

Opening Statement by Chairperson Harry Preece.
Harry welcomed all members present at the meeting.

Apologies for absence were received from Hilary Stout, Bob and Carol and George and Betty Meenan.

The minutes of the previous AGM (2005) were circulated, read  and accepted as a true record.

Matters arising  from the minutes : none.

Secretary’s Report. (Bryan Stout).

1 Another excellent year - increased  membership of 20% from 83 to 110, compared to the national average increase of  2 %.
Congratulations were given at a recent area meeting.  Most important is the high percentage of members walking.  The
secretary gave thanks to the Walks Co-ordinator, leaders and social committee.

2 CROW Act - Freedom to Roam access ,which started on 28th May 2005 in this area, has opened up huge areas but it is
important that this year the Ramblers' Assoc. has set the target of walking all parts of the British Isles.  It is also important
that path 18 / 20 be walked.

3 Complaints about any walk or social event must be processed through a committee member.  Important items for the
agendas for committee meetings or A.G.M.'s (under A.O.B.) should be sent in writing to the secretary.

4 The group has been asked to host the Area A.G.M. in 2007.
5 A reminder was given that the Ramblers' Insurance Policy does not cover for personal accidents unless they are directly the

fault of any action by the leader.  It does cover leaders against suing, and damage to property.
6 Payment for drivers providing transport to and from  walks should be made at the end of the return journey.

Treasurer’s Report. (Bob Moat)

1. See attached balance sheet.  The accounts have been fully audited by Alan Hedley.
2. Bob was thanked for his work and the balance sheet was accepted as a true record.

Footpaths Secretary’s Report. (David Middleton)

1. David stated that there were the usual problems of obstructions, poorly maintained footpaths, etc.  We must keep up the
pressure on the county officials by reporting every problem.

2. David noted that a representative was needed for the Cong Burn Wood Group.  We are hoping to claim the Lambton Bridge
to Ford Cottage track (the East side of the Wear), and have support from D.C.C.  Members who have walked this path are
asked to sign the sheets that David is producing.

3. David gave an impassioned appraisal of the growth of wind farm applications in the North East (432 turbines) which is out
of proportion with the rest of the country.  He talked about visibility and intrusion on the landscape. Volunteers were
requested to help him in his fight against wind farms.  However, despite the discussion from the floor, and one opinion that
wind power was at least better than nuclear power, little interest was shown.

Walks Co-ordinator’s Report. (Bill Fairnington)
1. Bill expresses his thanks to all walk leaders for both Sunday and Wednesday night walks, which have been well attended.
2. The bus trips have always been  full.
3. The programme for Wednesday nights is almost complete.

Social Committee report. (presented by Pauline Wilson, in the absence of Irene Bell)
1. Pauline reported on the successful programme, ranging from a fish and chip walk to a weekend at Grassington. And a

highly successful Christmas dinner.
2. Irene Kinneson is trying to find out who is interested in a trip to the Isle of Wight from 3rd. To 10th. April.  A deposit of

£50 is required by February 5th.
3. A reminder was issued for the Rights of Way talk in February at Ch-le-St Football Club, and the visit to the Big Lamp

Brewery in April.
4. Further ideas for the social programme were requested.



Chairman’s Report. (Harry Preece)
1. Harry said that the area A.G.M. for 2007 is to be hosted by Ch-le-St, and  volunteers will be needed to lead a morning walk

of 3 ½ to 4 miles. The A.G.M. starts at 2 p.m. And will be on a Saturday in January – date to follow.
2. As mentioned, membership is up by 20% and Harry congratulated the Footpaths Secretary, the walks leaders and the social

committee.
3. A volunteer was requested for area meetings. Brian Anderson volunteered.
4. Finances are in the black.
5. The Footpaths Secretary needs help in correlating a programme to walk all paths in our area in 2006 /2007, including

logging the progress thereof.  At the same time an effort must be made to keep Heritage Paths open.
6. A volunteer was requested to be the Cong Burn representative.  Audrey  Watson volunteered.
7. Harry said that this has been an excellent year for walks and there has been a high turnout of Ch-le- St members and visiting

members.  However, this in itself has created a lot of problems, particularly on walks with stiles.  The problems had already
been discussed at a committee meeting, but no firm conclusion had been arrived at.  Much discussion from the floor then
took place about the problems associated with

a.  the party becoming very stretched out,particularly on walks with stiles.
b.  trying to cater for both fast and slow walkers
c.  lack of back markers
d.  comfort stops
e.  more time being given for breaks
f.  bus trips

Many ideas were floated, including
i.    more use of walkie- talkies and reflective jackets
ii.   the use of common sense, and spoiling walks by being too rigid

iii.  more bus trips
iv. more back markers who know the route and can navigate.
v. Splitting the party into a fast group and a slow group.
vi. Having an A walk, a  B walk and a C walk.
vii.Walks leaders to dictate the terms of the walk, giving details of the walk and deciding whether

faster walkers are allowed to go on ahead.
viii. Meal breaks should be dependant on the terrain, weather conditions, length of walk, etc., but

should be a reasonable time, especially for the slow walkers as they arrive later at the stopping
point.

In view of the multitude of ideas and the complexity of the problem, it was agreed that
 Bill should organise more bus trips.  These are popular and financially viable.
 More consideration should be given to account for  fast and slow walkers but the terms of the

day's walk should be those of the leader.
 People should show more responsibility.
There should be a meeting of the walks leaders to discuss all these points.

Election Of Officers.
It was proposed and seconded that the present officers should be re- elected en bloc.

Officers therefore are :
Chairperson  Harry Preece.
Secretary.  Bryan Stout.
Treasurer.  Bob Moat.
Auditors.  Bill Fairnington and Alan Hedley.
Footpaths Secretary.  David Middleton.
Walks Co-ordinator.  Bill Fairnington.
Social Organiser.  Irene Bell.

The Committee consists of Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Footpaths Secretary, Walks Co-ordinator, Social Organiser and
nominated persons, who are  Stan Roddam and Val Moat .
Any CLS Club member can attend a Committee meeting but has no voting rights.

The Social Committee. consists of Irene Bell, Irene Kinnison, Chris Leach, Val Moat,  Pauline Wilson, Dave Downing
and Barry Fisher.

Any Other Business. None. The Meeting closed at 9pm.


